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  THE WORKING IRISH SETTER IN AUSTRALIA 

Denis Everard 

 

The Irish Setter is a stylish, fast hunting, body 

scenting dog. 

The search is performed with great enthusiasm 

and desire, head held high and a level back.  

 

 

The point is full of intensity and  concentration, 

the eyes fierce and the ears high and forward. 

The tail should be rigid and carried about level 

with the back. 

 

 

  

 

Dogs are best run into the wind which allows 

them to pick up body scent of the game 

ahead and draw in on  the game to the point. 

They are a wide ranging dog but when quar-

tering should pass within 50 meters of the 

handler and turn out into the wind at approx. 

150 meters on either side. 

 

 

 

Irish Setters are very reliable when they 

point game, rarely having a non-productive 

point. False pointing is a rarity. 
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THE IRISH SETTER CLUB OF VICTORIA INC. 

MINUTES of THE 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

HELD BY ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE 

ON Sunday 20th September 2020 

1. Opening 
The meeting opened at 11.02 am with David Cleland in the chair. 
 
Present ; Diane Anderson, Peter Austin, Alyson Baker, Julie Bartosy, Liz Beattie, Gail Cle-
land, Lorraine Cole, Phil Eddy, Rhonda Fisher, John Frigo, Keith McCarthy, Malcolm Moth-
erwell, Kathryn Mutton, Liz Parker, Margot Smithwick and Dennis Whittington (after read-
ing of motion 1). 
Quorum confirmed. 
 

2. Apologies;    Leeanne and Trevor Jones, Peter Mangos, and James Weekes. 
 

3. Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting 
Circulated to all members on 13th September 2020 

 Phil Eddy moved the minutes be accepted, seconded Peter Austin        Carried 

4. President’s Report. 
David Cleland spoke to his distributed written report 
Secretary’s Report 
Rhonda Fisher spoke to her distributed written report 
(Please see annual report 2020 attached)      
 

5. Field Trial Report 
Rhonda Fisher spoke to the distributed written report of Denis Everard (Trial Manager) 
 

6. Statement of Income and Expenditure 
Treasurers Report. 
Julie Bartosy spoke to the distributed treasurer’s report, Statement of Income and Expen-
diture and Auditors Report for year 2019-2020. 
The reasoning behind the change to the Bendigo Bank was outlined. 
Aly Baker moved the Treasurer’s Report, Statement of Income and Expenditure and Audi-
tors Report be accepted, seconded Gail Cleland            Carried 

 
7. Appointment of Returning Officer and 2 scrutineers.  

As there were no contested positions, or postal votes it was not necessary to appoint a 
Returning Officer or Scrutineers. 
 

8. Election of Office Bearers and Committee. 
All positions were declared vacant 
Nomination forms received were for 
 President      David Cleland.        Elected 
Vice President  John Frigo    Elected 
Vice President  Peter Austin   Elected 

Many Irish Setters are natural backers and can be very spectacular when they slam into a  

stylish backing stance honoring the point of their brace-mate, often from amazing distances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until the introduction of shooting-flying guns set-

ters would drop to the ground in a in a set position 

in order that the  hunters could go forward and  

pass a large net more easily over them to ensnare 

the birds. Still today we see setters crouch-set  

when hitting game on bare ground or on a surprise 

point. 

 

 

In Australia we have seen the importation of very well bred Irish Setters from top working ken-

nels overseas. The first was Tim of Karam in the mid 1960’s who was from the bluest of 

bloodstock in Ireland. He gained his Field Trial Champion title and put Irish Setters on the 

map at Pointer and Setter field  trials. Another three dogs and one bitch came across from  

Ireland and U.K in following years. Combined with some good Australian stock these blood-

lines produced bird dogs that could be competitive in the best of competition.  

Field trailer enthusiasts in New Zealand also brought in very good Irish Setters from  U.K. and 

there has been a lot of  exchange of working pups and inter-action between both  countries 

over the years to the overall benefit of the working Irish Setter down south. 

In more recent years there have been about half a dozen Irish Setters bred from top working 

blood lines imported from Scandinavia and Italy to Western Australia and these dogs have 

greatly benefited the local gene pool. 


